
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Why does Innovatronix still use SLA, instead of Lithium batteries?

Answer: Innovatronix Inc is not dismissing the possibility of using Lithium  
batteries for our portable battery solutions. We are continuously looking for 

new technologies in the interest of technical and product developments.

However, at this point, we are not using Li Ion batteries because of the 

following reasons:

– Cheap/inexpensive Li Ion batteries from China do not last at least 200

charge and discharge cycles. Most of them are only around 100+ charge

and discharge cycles. This is based on 20+ different batteries we have
tested. This parameter is not acceptable to Innovatronix standards.

– In addition to inherent charge and discharge cycle limitation, at this

moment, due to travel restrictions, loose or spare lithium ion batteries

are not allowed in checked-baggages, unlike safe-to-travel sealed lead
acid batteries. See related articles on restrictions for Li-ion batteries for

air transport. 

– Cheap/inexpensive Li Ion batteries are unreliable. They can explode and

you wouldn't know if the battery life had ended or lapsed. 

As a matter of policy, Innovatronx Inc will not release Li-ion powered 

battery pack until we are ready, that safety and security of the end-user is 

ensured.

2. How does Explorer XT SE compare to Explorer Mini? Compare to

Explorer XT3?

Comparing Exp Mini and Exp XT SE, other than the number of pops/flashes 

(due to smaller battery for Exp Mini), everything else is better in Explorer 
Mini such as power (400w vs 350w), faster recycling time (close to 

AC/wall socket), larger compatibility (bi-voltage monolights) and a much 

lighter weight (4kg vs 8.5kg). 

Comparing Exp XT3 and Exp XT SE, Exp XT3 is the most powerful battery 

pack yet – although both units have almost the same weight. It is more 
powerful (at >650w), will give more pops/flashes (due to increased battery 

capacity), and larger compatibility (multiple bi-voltage monolights).



Here is a short comparison (from high to low, more to less):

Power: XT3 > Mini > XT SE

Compatibility: XT3 > Mini > XT SE

# of Pops: XT3 > XT SE > Mini
Recycling Time: XT3 > Mini ≥ XT SE

Weight: XT3 > XT SE > Mini

Dimension/Size: XT3 = XT SE > Mini

Notes: > means greater than

   ≥ means greater than or equal to

3. Which battery pack suits my needs?

Tronix Explorer models are designed to adapt any working photographers' 
needs and solve his lack-of-portable power problem on-location. 

– If you are off to a quick photoshoot, wants the lightest/smallest set up,

Exp Mini may be the best choice (Exp Mini will work with analog, digital

and bi-voltage monolight)

– If you are using a one bi-voltage monolight set up OR analog/digital
monolights and expects that the photoshoot would last for a couple of

hours or so, Exp XT SE may be the best choice. 

– If you are using larger and powerful monolights (digital and/or bi-voltage

monolights), or for longer photoshoots, Exp XT3 may be the best choice.

– Either way, if you are powering larger monoblocks and/or longer

photoshoot, then Exp XT3. Quick, easy and the lightest set up, then Exp
Mini. Something in between, Exp XT SE. 
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